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Fifth EUCAST steering committee meeting 
Summary of minutes of meeting in Copenhagen, Denmark, 18 November 2003 

 
Attending    
Mrs Jenny Andrews JA BSAC United Kingdom 
Dr Derek F.J. Brown DB Scientific Secretary United Kingdom 
Dr Claude-James Soussy C-JS SFM France 
Dr Gunnar Kahlmeter GK Chairperson Sweden 
Dr Johan W. Mouton JM CRG The Netherlands 
Dr Arne Rodloff AR DIN Germany 
Dr Martin Steinbakk MS NWGA Norway 
    
Apologies    
Dr Fred Goldstein FG SFM France 
Prof Alasdair P. MacGowan AM BSAC United Kingdom 
Dr Anders Österlund AO SRGA Sweden 
Dr Pavla Urbaskova PU EUCAST Czech Republic 
Dr Alkiviadis Vatopoulos AV EUCAST Greece 
 
  
1 Chairman´s welcome and report. The response of industry to distributions via the mailing lists has 

been mostly supportive. Meetings beyond 2003 will be funded by ESCMID with money obtained 
through the DG-SANCO grant application. 

  
2 Minutes of meeting of 2 September 2003. accepted as a correct record. 
  
3 Matters arising from minutes of 2 September 2003. GK has sent a supportive letter to EMEA 

regarding the EMEA guidance note.  
 
Declarations of commercial interests have been received from half of the Steering Committee. 

  
4 Quinolone breakpoints. Comments on aspects of the proposed clinical breakpoints were 

discussed. The roles of epidemiological and clinical breakpoints need to be clarified on the website. 
 
Agreed that the levofloxacin non-species related susceptible breakpoint will be set at 1 mg/L. 
 
There was further extensive discussion of the levofloxacin and moxifloxacin breakpoints for 
pneumococci. It was difficult to resolve conflicting arguments and the tentative breakpoints were left 
at 2/2 and 1/2 respectively.  
 
It was agreed to spilt Acinetobacter from Pseudomonas in all EUCAST tables. 
 
Ciprofloxacin breakpoints for N. gonorrhoeae and N. meningitidis were both set at ≤0.03/0.06 mg/L 
as strains with reduced susceptibility were thought likely to fail therapy. 
 
Ciprofloxacin breakpoints for H.influenzae were left at ≤0.5/0.5 mg/L as there is no clinical evidence 
related to strains with reduced susceptibility. 
 
It was again noted that it is important to justify decisions on breakpoints. 

  
5 Glycopeptide breakpoints. No changes to current draft. 
  
6 Linezolid breakpoints. No changes to current draft. 
  
7 Aminoglycoside breakpoints. No changes to current draft. 
  
8 Draft breakpoint tables on EUCAST website. Agreed that the tentative breakpoint tables for 

fluoroquinolones, glycopeptides, linezolid and aminoglycosides would be placed on the EUCAST 
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website, and sent to all General Committee members and the industry email lists with a request for 
comment. 

  
9 Mandate of EUCAST to change existing breakpoints. In all countries except France the 

breakpoints are not legally binding, but are professional standards set by national committees. The 
importance of maintaining the process of harmonisation with the involvement of all national 
committees was emphasised. It was noted that changes in breakpoints may lead to changes in 
zone diameter breakpoints in national disc diffusion methods. 

  
10 Finance. EUCAST had asked for 80% support from DG-SANCO. Only 60% had been offered and 

alterations to the proposal have been submitted to comply with this. 
  
11 CEN. A draft microdilution method based on the EUCAST method is being prepared. 
  
12  EMEA. EUCAST will be meeting with EMEA to discuss the draft procedure for setting breakpoints. 
  
13 EARSS. Suggestions were made on how fluoroquinolone test procedures for pneumococci may be 

harmonised across Europe. 
  
14 EUCAST documents. Intracellular pathogens and Mycobacterial Discussion Documents need 

updating for publication as Definitive Documents. The terminology document is to be updated and 
the quality assurance Discussion Document needs to be completed. 

  
15 Breakpoint procedure document. Is being updated. 
  
16 Any other business  

The EUCAST website was reviewed. 
 
Suggestions on organisation will be made to the Fungal Methods Subcommittee. 
 
Changes to the constitution will be necessary to replace the pharmaceutical and device 
manufacturers representatives with email groups. 
 
Agreed to begin the process of collecting data for carbapenems and cephalosporins. 

  
17 Next meetings 
 3 February 2004, 30 May 2004, 7 September 2004, 23 November 2004 
  
 Unratified minutes 30 November 2003 
 Prepared by DB and GK 
 

  



    
European Committee on Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing    
   

EUCAST Steering Committee Meeting, Copenhagen, 17-18 November 2003 3 

EUCAST Steering Committee 
 

Mrs Jenny Andrews 
Department of Medical Microbiology 
City Hospital NHS Trust 
Dudley Road 
Birmingham B18 7QH 
United Kingdom 

Tel: +44 121 507 5693 
Fax: +44 121 55l 7763 
Email jenny.andrews@swbh.nhs.uk
 

Dr Derek F.J. Brown 
Health Protection Agency 
Clinical Microbiology and Public Health Laboratory 
Addenbrooke's Hospital, Hills Road 
Cambridge CB2 2QW 
United Kingdom 

Scientific secretary 
Tel: +44 1223 257020 
Fax: +44 1223 242775 
Email: dfjb2@cam.ac.uk

Dr Fred W. Goldstein 
Lab. de Microbiologie Médicale 
Hopital Saint-Joseph 
185 rue Raymond Losserand 
F-75014 Paris 
France 

Tel: +33 1 44 12 34 53 
Fax: +33 1 44 12 36 85 
Email: FGoldstein@hopital-saint-joseph.org

Dr Gunnar Kahlmeter 
Klinisk mikrobiologi 
Centrallasarettet 
351 85  Växjö 
Sweden  

Chairperson 
Tel: +46 470587477  or mobile +46 709844685 
Fax: +46 470587455 
Email: gunnar.kahlmeter@ltkronoberg.se

Anders Österlund 
Klinisk mikrobiologi 
Centrallasarettet   
351 85  Växjö  
Sweden 

Tel: +46 470587478 
Fax: +46 470587455 
Email: anders.osterlund@ltkronoberg.se
 

Professor Alasdair P. MacGowan 
Department of Medical Microbiology 
Southmead Hospital 
Westbury-on-Tyne 
Bristol BS10 5NB 
United kingdom 

Tel: +44 117 959 5651 
Fax: +44 117 959 3154 
Email: alasdair.macgowan@north-bristol.swest.nhs.uk
Email: joanne.cook@north-bristol.swest.nhs.uk (secretary) 

Dr Johan W. Mouton,  
Dept Medical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases 
Canisius Wilhelmina Hospital C-70 
Weg door Jonkerbos 100 
6532 sz  Nijmegen 
The Netherlands 

Tel + 31 24 3657514 
Fax + 31 24 3657516 
Email: mouton@cwz.nl

Dr Arne C. Rodloff  
Inst fur Medizinische Mikrobio der Universitat Leipzig  
Liebigstr 24 
Leipzig 04103  
Germany  

Tel: +493419715200 
Fax: +493419715209 
Email: acr@medizin.uni-leipzig.de
 

Dr Claude-James Soussy 
Hopital Henri Mondor 
Service de Bactériologie 
51 Av De Lattre De Tassigny 
Creteil  94010     
France 

Tel: +33 149812831 
Fax:: 
Email: claude-james.soussy@hmn.ap-hop-paris.fr

Dr Martin Steinbakk 
Department of Microbiology 
Akershus University Hospital P.O. Box 23 
N-1474 Nordbyhagen 
Norway 

Tel: +47 67 928 500 
Fax: +47 67 928 519 
Email: martin.steinbakk@ahus.no
Email: drmartin@online.no

Dr. Pavla Urbaskova 
National Reference Laboratory for Antibiotics 
National Institute of Public Health 
Srobarova 48 
100 42   Prague 10 
Czech Republic 

Tel: (4202)67082238 (-2202) 
Fax: (4202)72730428 
Email: purbaskova@szu.cz
http://www.szu.cz/cema/orgstr.htm 
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Dr Alkiviadis C. Vatopoulos 
Dept. of Hygiene & Epidemiology 
Medial School, Athens University 
75 M.Asias Str 
GR-1527 Athens (Goudi) 
Greece 

tel:         +30 2107462071 
Mobile:  +30(0)974499955 
FAX:      +30 2107462080 
e-mail:     avatopou@med.uoa.gr
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