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EUCAST EUCAST structurestructure and and financefinance
EUCAST is a standing ESCMID committee. It was formed in 1996 and
restructured at the ECCMID in Milan 2002. It consists of a General Committee, 
with representatives from all European countries, and is led by an ESCMID-
appointed Steering Committee, which includes a Chairman, Scientific 
Secretary, Clinical Data Coordinator, six National Breakpoint Committee 
representatives and two representatives of  the EUCAST General Committee. 
Decisions are made by the Steering Committee after consultation with the 
General Committee.

EUCAST is financed by ESCMID, ECDC (grant) and the National Breakpoint 
Committees of France,  Germany, Norway,  Sweden, The Netherlands and 
The United Kingdom.

EUCAST EUCAST objectivesobjectives
EUCAST was set up to standardize susceptibility testing in Europe so that 
comparable results and interpretations are produced.

AppointmentsAppointments by ESCMIDby ESCMID
- Chairholder, Scientific Secretary and Clinical Data Coordinator (3 years)
- National breakpoint committee seats on the steering committee (3 years)
- Two representatives from the EUCAST general committee from

countries not otherwise represented on the steering committee (2 years).

AppointmentsAppointments by the European by the European countriescountries
- Each country with an active national breakpoint committee

appoints one representative to serve for 2 years (new or
confirmed appointments in 2008)

- Countries without representatives may apply to the ESCMID
board for a position on the Steering Committee (active national
committees only, ie committees with >2 meetings per year, are
eligible)

The EUCAST The EUCAST steeringsteering committeecommittee
Chairman Gunnar Kahlmeter(2008)
Scientific secretary, Derek Brown (2008)
Clinical Data Coordinator Rafael Canton (2008)
BSAC (The UK), Alasdair MacGowan (2008)
CA-SFM (France), Claude-James Soussy (2008)
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QuestionsQuestions on EUCAST?on EUCAST?
Visit the website www.eucast.org
or e-mail gunnar.kahlmeter@ltkronoberg.se or dfjb2@cam.ac.uk

EUCAST activity 2007EUCAST activity 2007--2008:2008:
- Harmonized breakpoints for macrolides, tetracyclines, miscellaneous

agents and fluconazole (by EUCAST AFST) agreed by national committees
- Harmonized breakpoints for penicillins close to completion
- EUCAST breakpoints for two new antimicrobials and extended indications for

an existing agent close to completion according to the EMEA SOP detailing
EUCAST involvement in breakpoint setting in the process for licensing new
agents (and two others about to start)

- Continued development of rationale documents providing background data
for EUCAST breakpoints

- Publication in CMI of EUCAST definitive documents on susceptibility testing
of fermentativeyeasts and Mycobacterium tuberculosis and technical note on
fluconazole

- Publication on EUCAST website of EUCAST discussion document on the
determination of broth dilution minimum inhibitory concentrations of antifungal
agents for conidia forming moulds

- EUCAST document on expert rules in susceptibility testing completed
- SOP on harmonisation of European breakpoints for antimicrobial

susceptibility testing set by EMEA/CHMP and EUCAST updated
- EUCAST proposal in answer to ECDC ”Call for Proposals”on Antimicrobial

Susceptibility Testing, April 2008
- Collaboration with European groups continued
- Updated EUCAST slideshow available on EUCAST website
- Wild type MIC distribution database further developed and expanded

EUCAST EUCAST websiteswebsites (http://(http://www.eucast.orgwww.eucast.org))
- Website with EUCAST breakpoints, activities and documents

- Web site for wild type distributions and epidemiological cut-off values (access 
via http://http://www.eucast.orgwww.eucast.org).

Pharmaceutical Industry and

Susceptibility Testing Device

Manufacturers
These groups are informed of EUCAST 

activity and consulted via an email network

open to all companies with an interest in

antimicrobial susceptibility testing
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