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QuestionsQuestions on EUCAST?on EUCAST?
- website www.eucast.org
- e-mail gunnar.kahlmeter@ltkronoberg.se
- e-mail dfjb2@cam.ac.uk
- contact one of the national breakpoint
committees

PharmaceuticalPharmaceutical IndustryIndustry and and 
DeviceDevice ManufacturersManufacturers
The representation on the EUCAST 
General Committee has been transformed
into an information network in which all 
industry with an interest in antimicrobial
breakpoints and susceptibility testing are 
represented. A mail to Gunnar Kahlmeter is 
enough to make you part of this network. It 
allows you to comment on tentative 
EUCAST decisions.  
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Table: Proposed EUCAST clinical MIC breakpoints (see breakpoint tables on EUCAST website for details)

EUCAST EUCAST structurestructure
EUCAST is a standing ESCMID committee. It was formed 
in 1996  and restructured at the ECCMID in Milan 2002. It 
consists of a General Committee, with representatives 
from all European countries, and is led by an ESCMID-
appointed Steering Committee, which includes a 
Chairman, Scientific Secretary, six National Breakpoint 
Committee representatives and two representatives of  the 
EUCAST General Committee (see EUCAST Organisation). 
Decisions are made by the Steering Committee after 
consultation with the General Committee.

EUCAST EUCAST objectiveobjective
To standardise susceptibility testing in Europe so that 
comparable results and interpretations are produced.

AppointmentsAppointments by ESCMIDby ESCMID
•chairholder and Scientific Secretary (3 years) 
•national breakpoint committee seats on the steering
committee (3 years)
•two representatives from the EUCAST general committee
from countries not otherwise represented on the steering
committee (2 years).

AppointmentsAppointments by the European by the European countriescountries
- appoint one representative each to serve for 2 years
(new or confirmed appointments in 2004)
- active national breakpoint committees can apply for a 
position on the Steering Committee (application sent to 
ESCMID).

EUCAST EUCAST websitewebsite http://www.eucast.org
- with EUCAST activities and documents
- wild type distributions, breakpoints and epidemiological
cut-off values

EUCAST EUCAST SteeringSteering CommitteeCommittee activityactivity
-- agreed common expression for susceptibility
classification: S< and R>
- MIC broth microdilution and agar dilution methods
published (see refs 3 & 5)
- agreed processes for setting breakpoints for new agents 
and harmonizing breakpoints for existing agents (available
on www.eucast.org)
- harmonized breakpoints for fluoroquinolones, 
aminoglycosides, linezolid and glycopeptides published for 
consultation (see table)
- new definitions for clinical breakpoints, wild type bacteria 
and epidemiological cut-off values (available on 
www.eucast.org)
- joint funding for EUCAST activity obtained from EU DG-
SANCO
- collaboration with EMEA regarding inclusion of EUCAST 
breakpoint setting process in EMEA procedures for 
licensing new agents
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